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Competitor Instructions 
Introduction 

Safety on the special stage routes is the foundation of professional motorsport. The RallyGuard device fitted in 
your vehicle is an advanced satellite and GPS communication tool that forms a direct link between the crew 
and Race Control (CKR / CKW). 

Below is a quick reference guide, prepared to ensure an immediate and intuitive response in critical situations. 
Knowledge of these procedures is mandatory – under the stress of rallying, it is precisely these simple steps 
that determine how quickly help arrives and how smoothly the competition runs. 

 

REMEMBER: The RallyGuard device operates in real time. Every button press is monitored by the officials 
and recorded in the rally safety system.  
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Crew Responsibilities 
Every crew is required to properly prepare the vehicle and operate the RallyGuard device. To ensure the 
system works correctly, the following formalities must be completed: 

• INSTALLATION: before the rally, make sure the vehicle has the mount fitted and the power cables 
routed. 

• COLLECTING THE DEVICE: the main RallyGuard unit (GPS transmitter) must be collected from the 
rally office during Administrative Checks (OA). 

• INSTALLATION AND VERIFICATION: the device must be permanently mounted in the vehicle and 
connected to power before proceeding to Scrutineering (BK1). The system’s operation will be 
verified by an official. 

• RETURN: the device is removed and returned at the designated point after the competition ends (Parc 
Fermé / Rally Finish). Financial penalties may be charged for loss of or damage to the device caused 
by the competitor. 
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RallyGuard Power Supply 
The RallyGuard device is pre-configured for the specific sporting event. A correctly functioning power supply is 
critical for uninterrupted safety monitoring. 

• AUTOMATIC START-UP: the system starts up automatically the moment the vehicle’s main power is 
switched on. No additional action by the competitor is required. 

• CHECKING CORRECT OPERATION: after start-up, the main screen should display: 

o The rally / event name (confirming correct configuration). 

o The current GPS time (confirming synchronisation with the satellites). 

• READINESS FOR THE START: during Scrutineering (BK) an official will verify that the connection is 
correct and the power supply is stable. The crew is obliged to ensure the device is active before 
entering Time Control TC-0 (PKC-0). 

• DO NOT SWITCH OFF: it is strictly required that you do not disconnect the device’s power during a 
rally leg. The device has an intelligent power management system – it will be remotely put to sleep or 
switched off by the technical staff at the appropriate time (e.g. in Parc Fermé at the end of the rally 
day). 
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Vehicle Stop Procedure 
Any crew that stops its vehicle on a special stage or a race route is absolutely required to immediately inform 
Race Control (CKR / CKW) of its status using the RallyGuard device. 

A delay in sending the status may lead to an unjustified stoppage of the stage (Red Flag) and the dispatch of 
rescue services. 

The competitor must choose one of two statuses: 

• SOS SIGNAL: to be sent only when the crew or other people on the route require urgent medical 
assistance (the button must be held for 3 seconds). 

• OK SIGNAL: to be sent immediately if the vehicle has stopped (failure, leak) but the crew is safe and 
does not require medical assistance. This status tells the officials that the route may be passable and 
there is no danger to life. 

Key safety rules: 

• CONFIRM BEFORE LEAVING THE CAR: before getting out of the car, the driver or co-driver must 
make sure the status (SOS or OK) has been correctly sent and confirmed on the device screen. 

• NO SIGNAL = ALARM: if the system detects that the vehicle has stopped (no movement for a set time) 
and receives no information from the crew, Rally Control automatically treats this as a life-threatening 
accident and launches the rescue procedure. 

• STATUS CHANGE: if you originally sent the OK status, but the situation has worsened (e.g. a fire has 
broken out or a crew member’s condition has deteriorated), you can at any time send an SOS signal. 
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Sending the OK Signal 
The OK signal is the most important informational message for Race Control (CKR / CKW) when a vehicle 
stops on the route. It tells the officials that the crew is safe and the situation does not require the intervention of 
rescue services. 

Instructions 

• Position the car in a safe place (if possible). 

• Press and hold the green OK button for 3 seconds. 

• Make sure the screen displays a message confirming that the “OK” status has been sent. 

• MONITORING THE SITUATION: if the situation worsens during the stop (e.g. fire breaks out or another 
crew needs medical assistance) – immediately use the SOS button. 
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Sending the SOS Signal 
Safety on the special stages is our priority. The device fitted in your vehicles is used for immediate 
communication with Race Control (CKR / CKW). This system reduces the response time of the rescue services 
to a minimum by transmitting the precise GPS location and the type of incident.  

Instructions 

• BUTTON LOCATION: identify the red SOS button (the top one) on the side panel of the device. 
• ACTIVATION (3 SECONDS): press and hold the SOS button for a full 3 seconds. A short press will not 

trigger the alarm (protection against accidental touch). 
• STATUS VERIFICATION: watch the screen. After 3 seconds the graphic will change to the message 

“SOS SEND”. 
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Sending the HAZARD Signal 
The system lets competitors instantly inform Race Control (CKR / CKW) about obstacles or hazards on the 
special stage (SS). Your report allows the officials to react quickly and warn the following crews, which 
genuinely raises the level of safety for all participants. 

Instructions 

• OPENING THE MENU: as you pass a hazard (e.g. an oil patch, an obstacle), briefly press the orange 
HAZARD button. 
 

• CHECKING THE STATUS: the device 
screen will show a message asking 
about the state of the road: "ROAD IS 
BLOCK? (IS THE ROAD 
BLOCKED?)". 
 

• MAKE A CHOICE: you must instruct 
the system by pressing the appropriate 
button: 

 
o If the road is passable: press the 

yellow NO button. The message will 
confirm: "ROAD IS OPEN". 

 
o If the road is impassable: press the 

green OK (YES) button. The message 
will confirm: "ROAD IS BLOCK". 
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Sending the PASS Signal 
The system enables communication between crews for efficient and safe overtaking on a special stage. It 
helps avoid driving in dust or risky overtaking by informing the crew ahead that they need to give way. 

Instructions 

• If you are catching another crew and want to overtake, press and hold the blue PASS button for 3 
seconds. 

o Your screen will show the message: “PASS SEND” (request sent). 

• At the same moment, the device in the car ahead of you will emit an audible signal and its screen will 
light up blue with the word “OVERTAKE”. 

• The crew ahead receives a clear message that it is being caught and should, at the next opportunity, 
safely pull over onto the verge or allow the overtake. 

Important rules: 

• Use it early: do not wait until the last second. Send the PASS signal as soon as you come within sight 
of the car ahead. 

• This is not HAZARD: remember that PASS is for communication between cars, while HAZARD is for 
communicating obstacles on the road to the organiser. 
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Sending the RED FLAG Signal 
The RED FLAG signal is sent directly to Race Control (CKR / CKW) in situations of extreme danger 
(e.g. a serious accident blocking the route, the need for an ambulance to enter the road). It is an 
absolute signal and applies to all crews on the special stage at that moment. 

Instructions 

1. When a large red RED FLAG message appears on the device screen, the crew must immediately 
confirm receipt (with the OK button, so that CKR/CKW knows the information has arrived). 

2.  After receiving the signal, continuing to drive at racing/rally pace is strictly prohibited. You must 
drive at a safe speed that allows you to avoid any obstacles or to stop in front of the rescue workers. 

3. From the moment the message is displayed, the stage time is no longer measured for sporting 
purposes. Continuing to drive at racing/rally pace is strictly prohibited. 

4. The crew should continue driving with particular caution all the way to the stage finish (Stop), unless the 
officials or rescue services on the route order them to stop. 

5. Expect to encounter rescue vehicles (ambulance, fire brigade), officials, or other crews moving in both 
directions on the route. 

 


